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' r ^ e f ^ nger in m ee tings of this type is twofold s first, that we speak only 

fascisn ?rall Tho C°T 1 H ted ’ and ’ secondly, that we do not talk about 
tascism at all. The first does not matter provided that the result is 

some clearly thought out strategy. The second is a real dange? and Se 

need^tobe clear what we are talking about. Fascism is not racism Uis 

dictator^hin 10 not* n0t P Y au ^ horitarian or repressive regime, not any 
a conspirator lncrea ff d Police power. Emphatically fascism is not 

within S nroLis of G - U ‘ 3 cons P irac y- All these may be elements 

ihooo? Fj e .P r ocess of*creeping fascism". But fascism is more than all 
icoe. it is the inevitable development of capitalist society if it does 

“sul? of sccialism ' Fascism is not a plot, it Is rtoCogical 

t?S sScielfln C™ CGSSGS ’° f ^velopmont. It is a Phenomenon Indus- 
of cmi^o^o “ severe sooio-econonuc crisis, confronted with the threat 

P?? ° f our count ry are in turmoil. The universities are 

•'-o wo "j T ' ,J_L ' n students rebelling and rioting. Communists are seeking 

ISd ?he r ?LSSic°IC ry ' , RUSSla iS ««eateling us with h 2 fn,fght “ 9 
We vieeH f ^ bl i C 1S ln dan Gor. Yes, danger from within and without 
who % and order. Without it pur nation cannot survive?" 

The ^w^o hc ^Qf X Snf he £ ? p^f 117 RhDdGS Boyson? The Festival of Light? 

thoiJ LcSt Coldo Flaasiblw appeal, and it has LgrfafatSaSiofti 
a measure of decency’"and'^s-curitv^Tt^ excbgn ^. Justice and freedom for 

7asii^?^LS n lS?^ ^ lt P !fi^ a «^°t^ Se Wh ° 

apiea^f^SsciL^J^r 8 S*?* 1 *™** be Particularly vulnerable to the 

pietism and sentimentalitv^Luth-r lrSt - f ben rell 9 lor i degenerates into 
rise was othpSnJv^ ^ Y * Lutheran pietism at the time of. Hitler's 

God (otherwordly, spiritual^fnd dl ? tinction , betwGG r the Kingdom of 

religion is allied with a dvim wl affa rrs of this world. Secondly, when 
about its privileges than i?s ?h ^ ' ° 5 der S ° that £t comes to care more 
England that it wSSL forfeit S ^ Q1 ? ce Said of the Church of 

thirty-ninth of its income ^ ^ of xts 39 Articles rather than one- 

lost a grip on the theology of C iustir^ 1C ^ oi ' her ^ ordl y and which has 
fascism. So at Charlottenburo in 194 ? freedom an eas Y prey for 

ous telegram to Hitler assu?iia m». ? f ? n ^Se^cals sent the notori- 
hailing him as the saviour of chri o+.,-° . un s hakeab le loyalty" and 

that he had come to comolet^ +-v,o ot an clvl ^ lsatlon - Hitler himself said 
people believed him. ‘ ^ ' WOr of Lut h e r, and many good decent 

the^one^and^the long^istSr^of S " Vi ® fa ® cism is ambivalent. One has on 
regimes -Hitler Mussolini Li compromises and support for repressive 
- . u-er, jiussolxm, Salazar, Franco, the present regimes in Latin 


America and-rm ^-u * i-, 9 Xdnto ^ rnG present reanm 

chem clergy and bishn^^-iva . Wlt , nesses and martyrs. 


many of 


twq 1 ”tynM 9 of a chriltillitv i |h^ C! H i ® t 2 I:1Ce to these re gimes. I erhaps one sees 
>in'the ch^tfmm hlCh lndlCate the rea11 ? findamental divide 


'•Iithin the Christian world, 
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^„ StrL ' SS . ver ^ strongly the appeal of fascism to the decent because it 

vicllus forms “"all t0 ° PP ° Se ** the r«Uy 

ro ™s of rvazi ideology which are now being revived There =, re 

o a 1 groups operating, The Crusade Church of Tunbridge Wells for 

exaapie wUi sypply you with the Protocols of the EMers of'zi™ „ 

F?i'nd S to? ° f . Goebbels Heinrich Hoffmann• s' Hitler Was My 

area, m a y h be thought to^b wbo ? e . ? logans are around the Ecthnal Grenn 

badge of a cross in a cir-ledbut ° ^ G ^ en ? hristlan group(with its 
innmai m circle) but thxs organisation advertises in its 

the Battle songs' Sf?hird ^ict^2 VT*’ 8 Calling- and 

Si ri ^ k\F 2 r i T 

l£SSS.P“ >*-“«' ss as? wl. 

religious movements which confuse chri <=t i • f rstl ls that.of 

its values, There are many christi??f J tY Wltl ? WGStern society and 
for decency, and whof 5usS a ^"1 Wllllng to exchange justice 

depth, can be easily conned hv% J m ? r al, they lack theological 

here that the stress on S « Y apparentl y moralistic movements. It is 

on "cleaning up the streets" aS^n^nt • bG VGry dan 5 erous - A stress 
the beginnings of fascist t-vno y- ' cn 1 P Gr ^ lssl veness seems to accompany 
the cities and Saw naked ^ • So «“ Greek colonels cleaned 5 . Y 

Genitals were not for public Wiewin? butbo? 3 £ raab to national morality 

South Africa d; J7 c viewing out for police torturing. So in 

make love without "chitting*? Y n f tlQ1 ? a husband and wife cannot 

the mini-skirt is s^pn /<- q! f rlIr >e ii their colours happen to diverge, 

permissive Berlin of the SOs^^nd * S ° Hatler cleaned up the 

with Jewish blood Lw easv it ?/? ade the P? re . «ce to be sullied 

by this kind o? appeal. S ° mG Chrlstlans to be led astray 

minorities and° 1 ay°b 1 arne^n h then 1 in a^bi^k t° ldentif Y and attack 
and Asians but a whole J c °neonSi^ blanket way. It is not just blacks 
squatters, the Irish^ the mental" -; g . p 5 ocess ^ hlc h can be extended to 
-■anybody, in fact, ^.»«Ployed. the poor 

remoralisation" speech in iQ 7 di T ,o o ’ -u &1 ^,ht-ith Joseph's notorious 
a wholesale attack/on social clas^sl and tirend c ? uld move towards 

mechanism does not depend on nimbus- tho’ T «‘ •' A ? ain * thl ? sca Pegoating 
was l per cent when Hitler SeSid t Sh P ° pulati on of Germany 
maximum tolerable level. ' ecided that zero per cent should be the 

there is ?he Sctivity m S?\h a s? e -°^ n beG p U f e k, mC ? St fina ncially powerful, 
to defend the established struc-u-eS^nd ^^ ln Z erest s which organise 
security and power, TheJe m^ inclSde JntW^ 1 ^ ^ reats to ^eir 
on the welfare state, and paL-militarv t / ades uni ? n groups, attacks 

supported by General Sir Walter Walked The^ 0 ? 1 ° rganisatx ? ns of the type 
treedom. Aims for Freedom and'^b •’ Nat ional Association for 

and-similar well-financed groups !ro ^o^ious^mpies? 3 “ IndUSt ^> 
f inanced’f^m^orea, “aiwS^rfthe^nitei'I?”®^ 4 m ° Vements ’ ofte " 
which 1 eipSihf”rs t and 3 resentmffl?s r as 1 weil t ar^ "?°P“ list " organisations 

the local level and orfram 'qd -hn ■ . entirely genuine 'wrongs 

They are important, but the pointb wanhj aC J 1 ha V ed and intolerance, 
the sum total of the prblem. The pAwSm of 1S that they are not 

appeal of fasc ism is far fa i greater ° f th ° respectable suburban 


-3 



F ^ al ^ y '* f ? ur tasks which are urgent in response to creeping fascism. 
The first is the need for rigorous and continuous analysis of what 
^^iajop*ening*^ for disciplined monitoring of the activities of racist 
ascist groups, ho response can be effective which is not based 
accurate data. 


and 

on 


Secondly, a recognition that one cannot fight fascism without building 
socialism. Some will dissent from this view, but I stand by it. If 
there is not a movement towards socialism, then fascism of some kind, 
given the character of our capitalist society, is inevitable. Many 
years ago. Father John Groser, that devoted East End Driest who played 
a prominent role in the Battle of Cable Street and in' the fight against 
fascism m the 30s, saw this clearly, 

.„Fascism..is in a very real sense the natural development of 
capitalism. Sooner or later in every country capitalism is forced 
o face^ the contradictions which prevent its natural development. 
Confronted by the growing demand of masses of human beings to be 
treated as persons and not 'hands', it must either allow such 
1 5'. cnanges m the structure of society that the ownership 
°t FhlngS n ° lo ^J Gr carries with it inordinate power over persons 
01 Declare openly that such ownership properly carries with it 
such power. If_capitalism does the first, it capitulates to 
socialisra. It it does the second, then it asserts that the rights 
human beings are derived from their status in society, that 
heir duties are such as other persons assign to them, that their 

societ-" S " C 0pGndent Up ° n tbe ^ r to the dominant powers in 

(St John B, Groser, Folitics and 


r e 


rsons, 1949, 99.) 


iL en S U ? h • \° Gay that we _ fight fascism first and build socialism 
_ ' 7 'Fascism rlourishes m the absence of socialisra; the creation 

a socialist society is the only really effective way to defeat 
fascism, 2 


ly £ • tbere nGeds to be local action in the deprived and neglected 
' - ' which are the breeding ground for fascist groups. Often anti- 

a ? pGar in thG3e districts to be do-gooders and political 
aG „ lvls ts f r°m elsewnere who come for a season but are uninvolved in 
r f al .^ ay by day llvos of the people. Sometimes the fascist groups 
anti ScS leaot bo understand their plight. To be a professional 
issupq ^ v rf- n ° gcod : Laere needs to be a deep involvement in such 
as hea_tn care, tenants’rights, the care of the old and lonely, 

which nrmHri° t0 bG pe ? ple who care more about the social evils 

5 ide^the raw materia! for racism and fascism than the 

it C V'°“ Fascism cannot bo defeated from a distance by 
ho ait. remote from the problems it. manifests. 


racists 

people 


Finally 

growing 

Jewish 


* hhe message to the churches 
an ti-Semitism, the church mu: 


must surely bo that at a time of 

. - 3t rediscover its essentially 

of Mo-ei ?s S fh^Vw JG ^ 1S ? basis ° f its gospel. Enshrined in the Law 
for -justice and f Jf!i oi ^ne "Year of Jubilee", the expression of a hope 
this J "h,-h?iV freedom for unis earth, its land and its people. In 

rubbish and ir e ii«i'I e i ar f e lake ly to hear a great deal of sentimental 
useful tWo? kely to hGar the true meaning of Jubilee. It is 

curate ^ S rGCa11 the words of Father Stewart Headlam, once a 

curate m Bethnal Green, on the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victorias 


A 


"T? e . guru’s Jubiiee is goods but the People’s Jubilee is better.. 

the uu bHee of the Hebrews, . .was the Jubilee of a whole Feonle 
That e is y th hr °a gh ? Ut the land Unto a11 the inhabitants thereof.’" 

disinheritedT ear of JubileG ’ ...restoration to the 
5 atcd op their .share m the land which the Lord their God 

iled e tVm "° f T ' hlCh thG injustice of thGir brother man has 


d 


vision would 


around for fascism. 







